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Biology and chemistry teacher

Born on 3 July 1954 in Döbern; married, three children.

Attended school in Spremberg from 1961 to 1973; obtained Abitur (higher-education entrance
qualification) in 1973; completed compulsory basic military service from 1973 to 1975; studied
in Potsdam from 1975 to 1979, graduating as a qualified biology and chemistry teacher; earned
PhD to gain the title of Dr. rer. nat. in 1985.

Worked as a teacher from 1979 to 1982; postgraduate research student investigating ethological
issues for PhD thesis at the GDR Centre for Waterfowl Research from 1982 to 1985; head of the
Centre for Junior Technicians and Natural Scientists in Spremberg from 1985 to 1990; chief of-
ficer and departmental head at Spremberg county hall from July 1990; deputy mayor of Spree-
Neiße county authority from 1994 to 2002; mayor of Spremberg since May 2002, reelected in
2010.

Member of the presidium of the Association of Towns and Municipalities of Brandenburg; mem-
ber of the committee for medium-sized towns of the German Association of Cities and Towns;
deputy chairman of the Lausitz-Spreewald regional planning board; member of the executive
committee of the Association of Local Utilities.

Joined the Christian Democratic Union (CDU) in 1993; member of the executive committee of the
Brandenburg Land branch of the CDU from 2003 to 2007; member of the executive committee of
the Spremberg local branch of the CDU since 2002; chairman of the Spremberg local branch of
the CDU from 2013 to 2015.

Member of the German Bundestag since 2013.

Membership of Bundestag bodies and parliamentary posts
Member
• Committee on the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety
• Committee on Tourism
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